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„Tribe and State in Central Asia“: 
This course focuses on more advanced students (that is students in their third or fourth year). Using 
Afghanistan, in particular my own research materials on the Qataghan-Uzbeks of NE Afghanistan and 
their relation to the Afghan state as a case study, I try to look into the question whether the developed 
ideas on state and tribe relations in the anthropology of the Middle East are really a valid framework to 
analyze politics in multi-ethnic states like Afghanistan or the Central Asian Republics. 
 
 
Contents: 
I. Concepts in Tribe and State in Social Anthropology 
I.1. The Classification of Political Systems in Social Anthropology: From Horde to State 
I.1.1. Service’s Concept 
I.1.2. Fried’s Concept 
II. The Contribution of the Anthropology of the Middle East to a Reevaluation of Tribe-State 

Relations 
II.1. General Remarks 
II.2. TAPPER on Tribe and State Relations 
II.3 GELLNER on Tribe and State Relations 
II.4. BARFIELD’s Comparison of Tribe and State Structures in the Middle East and Central Asia 
II.5. The Role of Tribal Chiefs in Tribe and State Relations and SALZMAN’s Notion on that Topic 
III. The Case Study: Tribe and State Relations in Afghanistan: The Example of the Qataghan-

Uzbeks and their Relations with the Afghan State. 
IV Critical Assessment of the Current Models on Tribe and State Relations as a Tool to Analyse 

Current Interactions Between Society and State 
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