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"Central Asia Rejoins the World" 
*** 

ILR - Spring 2002 
 
THE PRESENT CONTEXT ----- 
 
Allison, Roy and Jonson, Lena, eds. 
 Central Asian Security: The New International Context 
Brookings Institution Press, Washington, DC pb  2001 
 
Armstrong, Karen 
 The Battle for God: A History of Fundamentalism 
Ballantine/Random House, New York  pb 2002 
 
Lubin, Nancy and Rubin, B.R. 

Calming the Ferghana Valley: development and dialogue in the heart of 
Central Asia. 

Council on Foreign Relations. Brookings Inst.  Press. pb 1999 
 
Melvin, Neil J.  
 Uzbekistan: transition to authoritarianism on the Silk Road 
Harwood Academic Publishers,  Amsterdam.  pb. 2000 
 
Rashid, Ahmed 
 Taliban: Militant Islam, Oil and Fundamentalism in Central Asia 
Yale Univ. Press, New Haven. pb  2000 
 
Rashid, Ahmed 
 Jihad: the Rise of Militant Islam in Central Asia 
Yale Univ. Press, New Haven.  2002 
 
Rubin, Barnett  
 The Fragmentation of Afghanistan 
Yale Univ. Press, New Haven.  1995 
 
Roy, Olivier 
 The New Central Asia: The Creation of Nations 
NYU Press, New York  pb  2000 
 
Sagdeev, R. and Eisenhower, S. 
 Islam and Central Asia: An Enduring Legacy or Evolving Threat? 
Center for Political and Strategic Studies, Washington, DC  pb  2000 
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HISTORY AND BACKGROUND READING  ------------  
 
Ahmed, Akbar S. 
 Islam Today: A Short Introduction to the Muslim World 
I.B. Tauris,  London  pb  2002 
 
Blunt,  Wilfrid 
 The Golden Road to Samarkand 
Hamish Hamilton, London  1973 
 
Byron, Robert 
 The Road to Oxiana 
Oxford Univ.  paperback, 1982 (first  publ.  1937) 
 
Davis,  Dick 
 Epic & Sedition: The Case of Ferdowsi 's Shahnameh 
Mage Publishers,  Washington, DC  1992 
 
Franck, I.M. and Brownstone, D.M. 
 The Silk Road: A History 
Facts on File Pubs, New York  1986 
 
Doubleday, Veronica 
 Three Women of Herat 
Univ. of Texas Press, Austin  pb 1988 
 
Elliot,  Jason 
 An Unexpected Light: Travels in Afghanistan 
Picador, NY pb  1999 
 
Foltz,  Richard C. 
 Religions of the Silk Road 
St.  Martin’s Press, NY  1999 
 
Frye, Richard N. 
 The Heritage of Central Asia: Antiquity to the Turkish Expansion 
Markus Wiener Publishers,  Princeton, NJ  pb 1998 
 
Khalid, Adeeb 
 The Politics of Muslim Cultural Reform: Jadidism in Central Asia 
Univ. of California Press,  Berkeley.  pb 1998 
 
Lentz, Thomas W. 

Timur and the Princely Vision: Persian Art and Culture in the 15t h  
Century 

Smithsonian Inst. ,  Sackler Gallery  1989 
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Lewis, Bernard 
 What Went Wrong? -- Western Impact and Middle Eastern Response 
Oxford Univ. Press, New York  2002 
 
Mallory, J.P. and Mair,  V.H. 

The Tarim Mummies: Ancient China and the Mystery of the Earliest 
Peoples from the West 

Thames & Hudson, New York  2000 
 
Meyer, Karl E. and Brysac, Shareen 

Tournament of Shadows.  The Great Game and the Race for Empire in 
Central Asia 

Counterpoint Press.  pb  1999 
 
Schafer,  Edward H. 
 The Golden Peaches of Samarkand: A Study of T'ang Exotics 
Univ. of California Press, Berkeley  pb  1985 
 
Soucek, Svat 
 A History of Inner Asia 
Cambridge Univ. Press, NY  2000 
 
Schimmel, Annemarie 
 Islam: An Introduction 
SUNY Press, Albany  1992 
 
Thackston, Wheeler M. (ed. and trans.) 
 The Baburnama: memoirs of Babur, prince and emperor 
Smithsonian Institution (Freer and Sackler).   Washington, DC 1996 
 
Whitfield, Susan 
 Life Along the Silk Road 
UC Press, Berkeley  1999 
 
Wriggins, Sally Hovey 
 Xuanzang: A Buddhist Pilgrim on the Silk Road 
Westview Press. Boulder, CO.  1996 
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Institute for Learning in Retirement at American University 
Study Group, Spring session -- 2002 
 

CENTRAL ASIA REJOINS THE WORLD 
Wednesdays, 10 am - 12 noon 

 
March 6 1.  Afghanistan: the Vortex 
 Sl ides of  Afghanistan and Uzbekistan 
 
March 13 2.  What Alexander Found -- and Left 
 Guest:  Hermine Dreyfuss,  Visual  Ethnographer 
 
March 20 3.  Silk, Wine and Religion: The Sogdians 
 Guest:  Grant Smith,  fmr.  Ambassador to Taj ik istan 
 
March 27 4.  Avicenna: Librarian of the Samanid King 
 Guest:  Anara Tabyshal ieva,  Kyrgyz NGO director  
 
Apri l  3 5.  Genghis, Timur, Nava’i and Babur 
 Readings f rom the Baburnama 
 
Apri l  10 6.  Dreadful Emirs, Mullahs and the Jadids 
 Play reading:  "The Patr ic ide",   by M. Behbudi  
 
Apri l  17 7.  Cmdr. Massoud, Karimov, and Turkmenbashi 

Guest:  Zieba Shor ish-Shamley,   Pres. ,  WAPHA (Women's Al l iance for  
Peace and Human Rights in Afghanistan) 

 
Apri l  24 8.  The Future of Central Asia 
 Fi lm:  "Massoud, the Afghan" 
 
(David Nalle) 
 


