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Peoples and Cultures of Central Asia Fall, 1999
History 510:394
Prof. Golden
Office : Conklin 316, Office Hours : M9:30-10:00, 1:00-2:00, W9:30-10:00, 11:30-12:00, 2:30-
3:30
Tel. 973-353-5410 (Dept. Office), 973-353-1054 (Office)
e-mail : pgolden@andromeda.rutgers.edu
Class Meetings : Mon. Wed 2 (10:00-11:20)

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Mid-term examination : Oct. 13, 1999

Final Examination : during exam period

Term paper (10-15 pages), for topics and reading suggestions, see Bibliography,
due : Nov. 22, 1999

This course is an interdisciplinary introduction to the history, ethnology, society and
culture of the Turkic, Mongolian, Manchu-Tungus, Tibetan, Uralic and Palaeo-Siberian peoples
of Central and Inner Asia from Ancient Times to their conquest by the Russian Empire. In
addition to acquainting you with the history, cultures, economies, social and political
organizations of the peoples of this vast region, students will also become familiar with the
various disciplines and methodologies used to study a variety of sedentary, steppe-pastoral
nomadic and forest hunting and gathering societies.

The lectures assume that you have done the required readings for the topics under
discussion. It is therefore essential that you keep up with the readings and attend all lectures.

REQUIRED READINGS
T.J. Barfield, The Perilous Frontier (Oxford : Basil Blackwell, 1989)
D. Christian, A History of Russia, Central Asia and Mongolia, vol. 1 (Oxford : Basil Blackwell)
P.B. Golden, Nomads and Sedentary Societies in Medieval Eurasia (Washington, D.C. :
American Historical Association, 1998)
B.F. Manz, The Rise and Rule of Tamerlane (Cambridge : Cambridge University Press, 1989)
D. Morgan, The Mongols (Oxford : Basil Blackwell, 1986)

All are available in paperback.

READING ASSIGNMENTS

I Geographical and Ethno-linguistic Introduction
Christian, chap. 1

IT Patterns of Ethnogenesis, State Formation, the Early Empires
Christian, chaps. 2, 4-14
Barfield, chaps. 1-5
Morgan, chap. 2
Golden, Nomads and Sedentary Societies
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III The Mongol Empire and Its Successors
Christian, chaps. 15-16
Barfield, chap. 6
Morgan, chaps. 1,3-8

IV Society and Culture
Christian, chap. 3
various films

V  The Later Khanates, Russian Conquest, the Coming of Modern Times
Barfield, chaps. 7-9
Manz, The Rise and Rule of Tamerlane
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HISTORY 510:394 PROF. GOLDEN

Peoples and Cultures of Central Asia Fall, 2001

Office : Conklin 316, Office Hours : M9:30-10:00, 1:00-2:00, W9:30-10:00, 11:30-12:00, 2:30-
3:30

Tel. 973-353-5410 (Dept. Office), 973-353-1054 (Office)

e-mail : pgolden@andromeda.rutgers.edu

Class Meetings : Mon. Wed 2 (10:00-11:20)

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Mid-term examination : Oct. 15, 2001

Final Examination : during exam period

Term paper (10-15 pages), for topics and reading suggestions, see Bibliography,
due : Nov. 19, 2001

This course is an interdisciplinary introduction to the history, ethnology, society and
culture of the Turkic, Mongolian, Manchu-Tungus, Tibetan, Uralic and Palaeo-Siberian peoples
of Central and Inner Asia from Ancient Times to their conquest by the Russian Empire. In
addition to acquainting you with the history, cultures, economies, social and political
organizations of the peoples of this vast region, students will also become familiar with the
various disciplines and methodologies used to study a variety of sedentary, steppe-pastoral
nomadic and forest hunting and gathering societies.

The lectures assume that you have done the required readings for the topics under
discussion. It is therefore essential that you keep up with the readings and attend all lectures.

REQUIRED READINGS

D. Christian, A History of Russia, Central Asia and Mongolia, vol. 1 (Oxford : Basil Blackwell,
1998)

P.B. Golden, Nomads and Sedentary Societies in Medieval Eurasia (Washington, D.C. :
American Historical Association, 1998)

D. Morgan, The Mongols (Oxford : Basil Blackwell, 1986)

S. Soucek, A History of Inner Asia (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000)
All are available in paperback.

READING ASSIGNMENTS

I Geographical and Ethno-linguistic Introduction
Christian, chap. 1
Soucek, chap. 1

IT Patterns of Ethnogenesis, State Formation, the Early Empires
Christian, chaps. 2, 4-14
Soucek, chaps. 2-6
Morgan, chap. 2
Golden, Nomads and Sedentary Societies
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III The Mongol Empire and Its Successors
Christian, chaps. 15-16
Soucek, chaps. 7-9
Morgan, chaps. 1,3-8

IV Society and Culture
Christian, chap. 3
various films

V  The Later Khanates, Russian Conquest, the Coming of Modern Times
Soucek, chaps. 10-21



