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YEDITEPE UNIVERSITY
History Department
HIS 423&424
(7 October 2002-17 January 2003&19 February 2003-30 May 2003)
Course: Contemporary Turkic World
Instructor: Prof. Dr. Nadir DEVLET

Grading: Midterm exam 40%
Final exam 60 %

Attendance: A minimum attendance of 70% is compulsory.

Syllabus: The aim of the course is to teach the students the facts on historical, political,
economic and cultural structure of independent Turkic State sin Caucasus and Central Asia. Give
basic information (geographic, demographic etc.) about the peoples of Turkic origin, who have
restricted or no political rights in the globe. The emphasis will be made also their relations to
Turkey or versus.

Course Content:

1- Introduction; 2- Do Turkic Peoples resemble to each other? 3- Where are Turkic peoples
located? (Geographical overview); 4- Former Soviet Union and Turkic Peoples in general
(Historical overview); 5- The emergence of Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS); 6- The
new Turkish Republics; 7) Turkic Peoples of Volga-Ural Region, their past; 8- Who are Tatars?
9- Who are Bashkirs and Chuvashs? 10- Turkic Peoples of Siberia; 11- Caucasus and its
complicated ethnical structure; 12- Azerbaijan’s second independence; 13- North Caucasus and
its Turkic Peoples; 14- Where is Central Asia located? 15- Russian advance in Central Asia and
new political order; 16- Kazaks and Kazakhstan; 17- Kyrgyzes and Kyrgyzstan; 18- Turkmens
and Turkmenistan; 19- From Timur to contemporary Uzbekistan; 20) Uzbeks and their
neighbors; 21- Karakalpaks and Aral See tragedy; 22- Tajiks and Tajikistan; 23- Uighurs in CIS;
24- Mesketian (Ahiska) Turks in CIS; 25- Peoples Republic of China (PRCh); 26- Minorities in
China; 27- Uighurs and Kazaks in China; 28-Turkic Peoples of Afghanistan; 29-Turkic Peoples
of Islamic Republic of Iran; 30-Turkish Peoples in Arab World (Syria, Iraq, Saudi Arabia etc.);
31- Turkish Peoples in Balkan (Romania, Bulgaria, Greece and former Yugoslavia); 32- Turkish
Peoples on the other part of the World (Europe, US, Australia etc.); 33- Conclusion.

Reading Material:
(English)

Edward A. Allworth, The Modern Uzbeks: From the Fourteenth Century to Present, Hoover
Institution Press: Stanford Ca., 1990.
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Alexandre Bennigsen- S. Enders Wimbush, Muslims of the Soviet Empire, England, 1985.

Nadir Devlet, Empires in Eurasia from Chingiz Khan to 20th Century, Yeditepe University
Publication: Istanbul 2002.

— The Awakening of a National Consciousness among the Turkic Peoples of Russia”, Reform
Movements and Revolutions in Turkistan: 1900-1924 (ed. T. Kocaoglu), SOTA Publications,
(Haarlem, 2001), pp. 151-159.

— “Turkic World and Turkey (Perspectives- Realities)”, Turkish Views on Eurasia (ed. L.
Soysal), Publication of Foundation for Middle East and Balkan Studies, (Istanbul 2001), pp. 81-
109.

— “The Question of National Identity Among Turkic Peoples After the Dissolution of the USSR”,
Redefining Nation, State and Citizenship, Eren Publication, (Istanbul 2000), pp. 125-136.

— "The Legacy of Russian/Soviet Rule For The Peoples of Central Asia: Brotherhood or Enmity?",
Proceedings of The First International Conference On Cooperation of Turkey and Korea, Korean-
Turkish Academic Society (Seul 1997), pp. 125-142.

— "Ethnicity and Power: Relations Between the Central Asian States" Perception, volume 11, No: 1
(March -May 1997), pp.104-114.

— "A Struggle for Independence in the Russian Federation: the Case of the Tatars", CEMOTI, No:
16 (Juillet-Decembre 1993), pp. 63-82.

— "Islamic revival in the Volga-Ural Region”, Cahiers du monde Russe et Sovietique, XXXIII,
no. 1 (January-March 1991), pp. 107-116.

— “The Tatars and Bashkirs After Glasnost”, Journal of Institute of Muslim Minority Affairs, X,
no. 2 (July 1989), pp.464-474.

Allan Fisher, The Crimean Tatars, Hoover Institution Press: Stanford Ca, 1978.

Martha Brill Olcott, The Kazaks, 2nd ed., Hoover Institution Press: Stanford Ca., 1995.

M. Rywkin, Moscow’s Muslim Challenge- Soviet Central Asia, New York, 1983.

Azade-Ayse Rohrlich, The Volga Tatars, Hoover Institution Press: Stanford Ca, 1986.
(Turkish)

Erkin Alptekin, Uygur Tiirkleri (Uighur Turks). Istanbul, 1978.

Isa Yusuf Alptekin, Dogu Tiirkistan Davasi (The Case of Eastern Turkestan), 3. ed. Istanbul,
1981.

Ahmet Caferoglu, Tiirk Kavimler (Turkish Tribes), Turkish Cultural Research Institute
Publication: Ankara, 1983.
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Nadir Devlet, Rusya Tiirklerinin Milli Miicadele Tarihi (1905-1917) (The National Struggle
History of Turks of Russia), 2nd ed., Turkish History Association Publication, (Ankara 1999).

— Ipek Yolu (Silk Road), Turkish History Association Publication, (Ankara 1999), 14 pp.+101
photos.

— 1917 Ekim Inhtilali ve Tiirk-Tatar Millet Meclisi (1917 October Revolution and Turk-Tatar
National Assembly), Otiiken Publication:Istanbul 1998.

— Idil-Ural Ekspedisyonu: Tatarlar-Baskurtlar-Cuvaslar (1dil-Ural Expedition: Tatars-Bashkirs-
Chuvashs), M.U. Turkic Studies Institute Publication: Ankara ,1997.

— Cagdas Tiirkiler (Contemporary Turkic Peoples), Cag Publication:istanbul 1993.

— (ed.) Milletlerarasi Cagdas Tiirk Alfabeleri Sempozyumu (International Symposium on
Contemporary Turkic Alphabets), M.U. Turkic Studies Institute Publication:Istanbul 1992.

Akdes Nimet Kurat, Rusya Tarihi, 2nd ed.Turkish History Association Publication: Ankara 1987.



