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Outline:  

After September the 11, 2001 Central Asia, formerly neglected region, has suddenly found itself 
in the center of world politics. Do we really know what is going on in this region today? What 
does the fact - that after the crush of the USSR in 1991 all states of the region almost with no 
debates have declared and constitutionally confirmed national, secular, democratic projects – 
really mean? The experience of the concluding decade of the 20th century shows that initial 
efforts to reconcile Islam with secular national projects, not to say democracy, in most of Central 
Asian states were not visibly successful. Are Islam and democracy-oriented projects on a 
collision course in the region? What can be learned from the 20th century Central Asian political 
experience to predict possible prospects of the opposition development in Central Asia, and 
define clearly effective systems of governance that would “civilize” political developments in the 
region? 
 Responding these challenges, the proposed cross-disciplinary course seeks to introduce 
students to the nature and development of National and Muslim movements in the 20th century 
Central Asia, and to the academic study of the subject. This deals with different forms of 
political activism and with contemporary processes of democratization in Central Asian 
independent states. The course continues with a broader discussion of the diversity of the 
political principles underlying the practice of democracy and how these principles relate to the 
challenges facing Central Asians at the start of the new millennium.   
 Students should be aware that the course proposed is inventive. Many of the issues raised 
in it are difficult to pose correctly let alone to answer. The course will be academically 
challenging. 
 
Objectives:  

The course aims to teach students critical and analytic modes of thinking about contemporary 
political movements via a detailed exploration of National and Muslim movements in 20th 
century Central Asia.  The course has three principal objectives: 

1. To provide an understanding of the main forms of National and Muslim movements in the 
20th century Central Asia;  

2. Using the case of Central Asia to relate practice to theory, in terms of how democracy is to 
be understood; 

3. To deepen students critical and analytic modes of thinking about important political issues. 
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Requirements: 

Students must complete all required readings and attend and participate in class discussions.  
Each student will be assigned one class session and will be responsible for the following:   

1 Lead discussion of the analytical issues raised by the readings;  
2 Distribute one page of questions and suggestions to orient class participants in the issues he 

or she plans to raise one week prior to the session;   
3 Submit a 15-20 page analytical essay based on the readings and discussion for the topic 

selected.  These essays will be reproduced and distributed to class participants for the final 
in-class discussion.   

Depending on the class size, there may be session for which two students are assigned.  
 
Grades will be based on: 

1.  class participation based on the readings (40% of the grade) 
2. discussion leading and essay (60% of the grade) 
 

Readings for the course are available on reserve; in addition, the Reference Book and The 
Reader have been prepared and put on the Web page of the course INRL 541b.  

 

The following readings are available at Yale Bookstore: 
1 Anderson, Benedict, Imagined Communities, London-New York: Verso, 2000. 
2 Arkoun, Mohammed, Rethinking Islam. Common Questions, Uncommon Answers. 

Boulder, San Francisco & Oxford: Westview Press, 1994,  
3 Brown, Carl, Religion and State. The Muslim Approach to Politics. New York: Columbia 

University Press, 2000. 
4 Esposito John L., Voll, John O., Islam and Democracy, New York-Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 1996. 
5 Eickelman Dale, Piscatori James, Muslim Politics. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University 

Press, 1996 
6 Gellner, Ernest, Postmodernism, Reason and Religion London & New York: Routledge, 

1992 
7 Haghaeghi Mehrdad, Islam and Politics in Central Asia. New York: St. Martin Press, 1995.  
8 Khalid, Adeeb, The Politics of Muslim Cultural Reform. Jadidism in Central Asia Berkley, 

Los Angeles, London: University of California Press, 1998. 
9 Muslims in Central Asia. Expressions of Identity and Change, Ed. By Jo_Ann Gross. 

Durham and London: Duke University Press, 1992 
10 The New Geopolitics of Central Asia and its Borderlands Ed. Ali Banuazizi and Myron 

Weiner Bloomington-Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 1994. 
11 Islam in an Era of Nation-States. Politics and Religious Renewal in Muslim Southern Asia. 

Ed. Robert W. Hefner and Patricia Horvatich. Hawaii University Press, 1997. 
12 Roy, Oliver, The New Central Asia. The Creation of Nations. London & New York: I.B. 

Tauris. 
13 Voll, John. Islam. Continuity and Change in the Modern World. New York: Syracuse 

University Press, 1994. 
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SCHEDULE FOR SEMINAR 

 
The Seminar will consist of 12 two-hour sessions. Sessions 2-11 will entail a lecture of about 1 
hour followed by A & Q and discussion lead by one ore two students. It is required that students 
have read the reading material. Session 12 will be devoted to concluding general discussion. 

Week 1. Introduction 
Organization and description of course. General readings and Internet recourses providing core 
information for the seminar will be introduced. Definition of Central Asia; the region’s place in 
world history.  
 
Assignments: 

1. The Reader, Week I, “Introduction”. 
2. Roy, Oliver The New Central Asia. The Creation of Nations. London & New York: I.B. 

Tauris, 1-24. 

Week 2. The Great Game and Colonization of Central Asia 
Colonization of Central Asia and its consequences. Central Asia’s place in the Europe-dominated 
international system. Discussion why do Central Asians appreciate colonial past today? 
 
Assignments: 

1. The Reader. Week 2 “The Great Game and Inception of Future Tragedies” 
2. Voll, John. Islam. Continuity and Change in the Modern World. New York: Syracuse 

University Press, 1994, 84-87,121-126, 149-151.  
3. Khalid, Adeeb, The Politics of Muslim Cultural Reform. Jadidism in Central Asia Berkley, 

Los Angeles, London: University of California Press, 1998, 45-79. 
4. Carrere D’Encausse, Helene, Islam and the Russian Empire, London: I.B. Tauris & Co Ltd, 

35-53. 
5. Huntington, Samuel P. The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order (New 

York: Simon & Schuster, 1996) 48-55. 

Week 3. Entering 20th Century. Hopes and Frustrations 
Political awakening. Two bids for Islamic government: fundamentalism and reformism. Jadidism 
and Pan-Turkism. Discussing Muslim confrontation with the West as the principal organizing 
theme for interpreting modern Central Asian politics. 
 
Assignments:  

1 The Reader, Week 3 “Entering 20th century. Hopes and frustrations”. 
2 Landau, Jacob M. The Politics of Pan-Islam. Ideology and Organization. Clarendon Press 

Oxford, 1990, pp.1-8, 9-21. 
3 “The Deobandi movement” http://www.pakistanlink.com/sah/04202001.html 
4 “Muslim Reformers: Awakening Muslim Mind” 

http://www.islam21.net/pages/keyissues/key1-6.htm  
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5 Arkun, Mohammed, Rethinking Islam. Common Questions, Uncommon Answers, Boulder-
San Fransisco-London, Westview, Press, 1994, 24-26. 

6 Lazzerini, Edward,  “Beyond renewal. The Jadid response for change in the modern age”, 
Muslims in Central Asia. Expressions of Identity and Change, Ed. By Jo_Ann Gross. 
Durham and London: Duke University Press, 1992, 151-165.  

7 Carrere D’Encausse, Helene, Islam and the Russian Empire, London: I.B. Tauris & Co Ltd, 
1988, 54-68, 78-116; 

8 Polonskaya, Ludmila and Malashenko, Alexei. Islam in Central Asia, Reading: Ithaca 
Press, 1994, 36-71 

9 Khalid, Adeeb, The Politics of Muslim Cultural Reform. Jadidism in Central Asia Berkley, 
Los Angeles, London: University of California Press, 1998, 1-17, 80-113. 

Week 4. Islamic Militancy: Liberators or Terrorists? Case of Central Asia in the 1920s 
Muslim guerrillas’ (Basmachis) jihad against forcible establishment of the Soviet rule (1918-
1932); its political nature and relation to Pan-Islamism and nationalism. Discussing the policy of 
elimination of Basmachis by the Soviets in its implications. Discussing jihad (defensive, 
aggressive, local). Comparing Enver Pasha with Osama bin Laden (harbouring Enver by 
Basmachis versus harbouring Osama by the Taliban). Central Asia and “Islamic International”. 
 
Assignments: 

1. The Reader, Week 4 “The Basmachis and rise of Islamic militancy” 
2. Rashid, Ahmed, Taliban,82-94  
3. Fraser, Glenda, ”Basmachi-I”, ”Basmachi-II”, Central Asian Survey, 6, no.1-2 (1987).  
4. Paksoy H. B. “Basmachi Movement  from within: account of Zeki Velidi Togan” 

Nationalities Papers, Vol. 23, No 2. June 1995, 373-399, reprinted 
http://www.cc.ukans.edu/~kansite/ww_one/comment/togan.html 

5. Paksoy H. B. " Basmachi: Turkistan national liberation movement in1916-1930s” 
http://www.ukans.edu/~ibetext/texts/paksoy-6/cae12.html 

Week 5. Making of Soviet Central Asia 
The national-territorial delimitation of Central Asia in 1924 and its consequences. Irredentism, 
artificiality of borders. The construction of “Soviet man” and its failure in Central Asia. Soviet 
policy toward women. Topic for discussion: The Soviet national engineering: nation building or 
nation destroying?    
 
Assignments: 

1. Stalin, Josef “The Nation” in Nationalism, ed by John Hutchinson and Anthony D. Smith. 
Oxford-New York: Oxford University Press, 1994, 18-21, or The Essential Stalin: Major 
Theoretical Writings 1905-1952, ed. Brice Franklin. London: Croom Helm, 1973, 57-61. 

2. Zenkovsky Pan-Turkism and Islam in Russia, Cambridge Massachusetts: Harvard 
University Press, 1960, 225-238, 239-248. 

3. Polonskaya, Ludmila and Malashenko, Alexei. Islam in Central Asia, Reading: Ithaca 
Press, 1994, 89-98. 

4. Rywkin, Michael. “Islam and the New Soviet Man; 70 Years of Evolution”. Central Asian 
Survey, vol 6, No.4, 1987, 23-33. 
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5. Masov, Rahim “National-Administrative Division” The History of a national Catastrophe. 
http://www.angelfire.com/rnb/bashiri/Masov/frame.html  

Week 6. Opposition Developments Under the Soviet rule 
Official and parallel Islam under the Soviet rule. Effect of the Afghan war on rise of opposition 
in Central Asia. Cold war and rise of Islamic factor. Utilizing of Islam by Cold war participants 
and its long-term effect. Discussing responsibility of experts or how to avoid a misleading of an 
over-politicized scholarship. 
 
Assignments: 

1. Azade-Ayse Rorlich, “Islam and Atheism: Dynamic Tension in Soviet Central Asia”, 
Soviet Central Asia. The Failed Transformation, ed. By William Fierman, Boulder, San 
Francisco, Oxford: Wetsview Press, 1991,186-218. 

2. Polonskaya Ludmila and Malashenko, Islam in Central Asia, 99-107 
3. Rywkin, Michael, Moscow’s Muslim Challenge London: Hurst & Company, 1982, 84-121 
4. Rywkin, Michael, “Islam and the New Soviet Man; 70 Years of Evolution”. Central Asian 

Survey, vol 6, No.4, 1987, 23-33. 
5. Bennigsen A., Winbush S. Enders, Muslims of the Soviet Empire. A Guide, London, 

1985,11-35 
6. Lemercier-Quelquejay C. and Bennigsen A. “Soviet Experience of Muslim Guerilla 

Warfare and the War in Afghanistan,” The USSR and the Muslim World (ed. Yaacov Roi) 
Boston-Sidney: George Allen and UNWIN, 1984, 206-214.   

7. Roy, Oliver The New Central Asia. The Creation of Nations. London & New York: I.B. 
Tauris, 150-160. 

Week 7. National State Building and Islamic “Renaissance” in Independent Central Asia 
“Imagining Central Asian nations”. Political profile of today’s Muslim Central Asia. Islamic 
political parties’ formation, participation in legal politics and problems of opposition 
institutionalization. Discussing Hizbut Tahrir agenda. 
 
Assignments: 

1. Polonskaya, Ludmila and Malashenko. Islam in Central Asia, pp 121-141. 
2. Ashirbek Muminov, “Traditional and modern religious–theological schools in Central 

Asia” : http://www.ca-c.org/dataeng/09.muminov.shtml 
3. Fundamentalism . http://www.msnbc.com/news/639273.asp?0sp=w17b4 
4. Roy, Oliver The New Central Asia. The Creation of Nations. London & New York: I.B. 

Tauris, 161-183.  
5. Rashid, Ahmed, “The new struggle in Central Asia. Ten years of independence” 

http://www.afghanradio.com/news/2001/february/feb1a2001.html  
6. John Esposito “Political Islam: Beyond the Green Menace” 

http://www.arches.uga.edu/~godlas/espo.html 
7. Esposito John L., Voll, John O., Islam and Democracy, New York-Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 1996, 3-10.  
8. Central Asia. Political and Economic Challenges in the Post-Soviet Era. Ed. By Alexei 

Vassiliev. London, Saqi Books, 2001, 35-49; 79-89,129-148,174-210, 234-251. 
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9. The President of Uzbekistan admits to being intellectually bankrupt 
http://www.khilafah.com/1421/category.php?DocumentID=1648&TagID=1 

 

Week 8. Repressing Central Asian Islamic Activism: a Problem or Solution? 
Current political systems of Central Asia in the light of their attitude to oppositional movements. 
Assessment of different approaches to Islamic activism: inclusion, exclusion, cooperation. 
Discussion: is Central Asia’s democratic and secular profile a false façade to please international 
(Western dominated) centers of power or the region’s conscious choice? Can the exclusion of 
Islamists from legal politics lead to radicalization of Islam and rise of militancy? Islamism versus 
Islamization.  
 
Assignments: 

1. The Reader, week 8 “Repressing Central Asia Islamic activism: a problem or solution” 
2. Paul B. Henze “Boundaries and Ethnic Groups in Central Asia and the Caucasus: Cause of 

Conflict and Change”? 
http://www.khazar.org/khazarintercenter/caspian/boundaries_and_ethnic_groups_in_.html 

3. Hizb-ut Tahrir’s official site http://www.khilafah.com/ 
4. Bakhtiyar Babadzhanov “The Fergana valley: source or victim of Islamic fundamentalism? 

http://www.ca-c.org/dataeng/10.babadzh.shtml 
5. Rashid, Ahmed, “Islamic movements in Central Asia” 

http://www.afghanradio.com/news/2001/may/fires_of%20faith_05052001.html 
6. Rashid, Ahmed, “Confrontation brews among Islamic militancy in Central Asia” 

http://www.cacianalyst.org/Nov_22_2000/Islamic_Militants_in_Central_Asia.htm   
7. “The Islamic Movement of  Uzbekistan” 

http://www.sais-jhu.edu/caci/forum_summaries/december_6_2000.htm 
8. Malashenko, Aleksei “Islam and politics in Central Asian states”  

http://www.ca-c.org/dataeng/02.malash.shtml 
 

Week 9. Democratic Opposition Emergence and Revival of Nationalisms 
Introduction to regional democratic movements. Non-Islamic Central Asia: myth or reality? 
Central Asian democratic opposition: an imagined product of Orientalism or durable political 
force? Discussing secularism, weakness of local democratic tendencies. Is Nationalism an 
opponent or ally of Islamism?  
 
Assignments: 

1 Anderson, Benedict, Imagined Communities, 5-45. 
2 Gellner, Ernest. Postmodernism, Reason and Religion London & New York: Routledge, 

1992, 2-22 
3 Haghaeghi, Mehrdad, Islam and Politics in Central Asia. New York: St. Martin Press, 

1995, 100-132 
4 Kulchik,Yuriy, Fadin, Andrey and Sergeev, Victor, Central Asia After the Empire, London, 

Chicago, Il.,Pluto Press, 1996, 27-43. 
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5 Roy, Oliver The New Central Asia. The Creation of Nations. London & New York: I.B. 
Tauris, 161-189. 

6 Suzhikova,  Balzhan, Gleason, Gregory “Ethnic relations in an era of globalization: the 
perspective of a developing country” http://www.arc.freenet.kz/press/ethnicrelations.htm 

7 Mirsky, George “Russia in the Midst of Change” 
http://www.ndu.edu/inss/strforum/z206.html 

8  Abdullaev, Kamoludin “The Civil War in Tajikistan”, Journal of the Toda Institute for 
Global Peace and Policy Research 
http://www.toda.org/publications/peace_policy/p_p_s98/abdoulaev.html 

9 Huntington, Samuel The Clash of Civilizations and Remaking of World Order, 174-179. 
 

Week 10.  Modern Central Asia in Regional Context. 
National and Muslim movements in the light of interrelations of the new Central Asian states 
among themselves and with regional neighbors. Trans-ethnic and trans-national identities. The 
Taliban, Hizb-ut Tahrir and their allies in Central Asia. Islamism and modern terrorism. Is 
Central Asia a part of Muslim world, Europe, or former USSR?  
 
Assignments: 

1 Rashid, Ahmed, The Taliban. Militant Islam, Oil and Fundamentalism in Central Asia. 
New Haven and London: Yale Nota Bene Yale University Press: 2001, 128-156. See also: 
http://www.public-i.org/excerpts_01_091301.htm 

2 Roy, Oliver The New Central Asia. The Creation of Nations. London & New York: I.B. 
Tauris,190-200. 

3 Lubin, Nancy  “Central Asia: Issues and Challenges for United States Policy” The New 
Geopolitcs of Central Asia and its Borderlands Ed. Ali Banuazizi and Myron Weiner 
Bloomington-Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 1994, 261-272. 

4 Starr, Frederick,    “The War Against Terrorism And U.S. Bilateral Relations With The 
Nations Of Central Asia”. http://www.cacianalyst.org/Publications/Starr_Testimony.htm 

5 Shahrani, M. Nazif “Resisting the Taliban and talibanism in Afghanistan: legacies of a 
century of internal colonialism and cold war politics in a buffer state 
http://www.afghanradio.com/news/2001/february/resisting_taliban02112001.html 

6 Deoband madrasas in Pakistan http://www.the-week.com/21jul01/life8.htm 
7 Butt, John, “The Taliban phenomenon” 

http://www.mediaaction.org/pubcn/efgafghn/jbutt.htm 
8 Malley, William, “Roots of the Taliban” http://www.cpgb.org.uk/worker/406/taliban.html 
9 Moslem Brotherhood (Ikhwan Al-Muslimin) http://www.ummah.org.uk/ikhwan/  

 

Week 11. Globalization aspect 
Globalization and nation state building in Central Asia. Globalization of opposition or opposition 
to globalization: Central Asian perspective. “Clash of Civilizations?” Can Central Asian nation 
states survive in the 21st century? 
 
Assignments: 
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1 Barth, Fredrik, “Are Islamists nationalists or internationalists?” Nationalism and 
Internationalism in the Post-Cold War Era, ed Kjell Goldmann, Ulf Hannerz and Carles 
Westin, London: Routledge, 2000, 51-63. 

2 Micklethwait and Adrian Woolbridge. A Future Perfect. The Cahallenge and Hidden 
Promise of Globalization. London: William Henemann, 2000, 143-163. 

3 Ali Mazri “Globalization and the Future of Islamic Civilization” 
http://www.islam21.net/pages/keyissues/key1-24.htm  

4 Al-Musavi S. H. “Islamism and Globalization” 
http://www.islam21.net/pages/keyissues/key1-12.htm  

5 Khalid Al-Haroob “The naivety of an "Islamic-Huntington" view” 
http://www.islam21.net/pages/keyissues/key1-10.htm 

6 Esposito, John L., The Islamic Threat. Myth or Reality. Third edition. New York-Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 1999, 212-289 (available at Yale Bookstore)  

7 Esposito, John L. “The Future of Islam” The Fletcher Forum of World Affairs Summer 
2001, Vol. 25:2, 19-33. 

8 Huntington, Samuel P. The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order (New 
York: Simon & Schuster, 1996), 209-218. 

 

Week 12. Final in-class discussion 
General discussion based on the analytical essays written by the participants and the knowledge 
acquired during the seminar. Students may be invited to introduce their ideas for this discussion. 
Summing up of the course.  
 
Assignments: 

Students’ analytical essays.   
 
Useful links 

Central Asia Regional information, Indiana University 
http://www.indiana.edu/~iaunrc/caweb.html  
Moral Economy of Islam: Institute of International Studies; University of California, Berkeley 
http://globetrotter.berkeley.edu/Islam/bibs.html 
Eurasianet (Open Society Institute) 
http://eurasianet.org/  
Harvard Forum for Central Asian Studies 
http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~centasia/index.html  
INCORE guide to Internet sources on conflict and ethnicity in Tajikistan 
http://www.incore.ulst.ac.uk/cds/countries/tajik.html 
Interactive Central Asia Research Project 
http://www.icarp.org/tajik.html 
Politics of Compromise. The Tajikistan Peace Process. Ed. by Kamoludin Abdullaev and 
Catherine Barnes  
http://www.c-r.org/accord10/index.htm 
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Central Asia News.Net 
http://www.centralasianews.net/ 
Radio Free Europe / Radio Liberty 
http://rferl.org/ 
International Crisis Group 
http://www.crisisweb.org/ 
International Eurasian Institute for Economic and Political Research 
http://iicas.org/ 
The Tajikistan Update  
http://www.angelfire.com/sd/tajikistanupdate/artj.html#cw 

http://www.centralasianews.net/
http://rferl.org/
http://www.crisisweb.org/
http://iicas.org/
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